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Kanapaha Prairie 
Pierson’s Sink- Straughn 

9/25/08 
  

Project Score: 6.67 of 10.00 
Inspection Date: September 11, 2008 
Size: 40 acres 
Parcel 
Numbers: 

07352-000-000 40 ac 

S-T-R:  07-11-19 
 

Buildings: 0 

Just Value: $445,000 $11,125/ac 
Natural Communities: 
Sinkhole Lake                     3/4 ac Good 
Wet Prairie                         ~22 ac Good 
Prairie Hammock                 ~9 ac Good-Fair 
Prairie Lake                          ~9 ac Good 
Other: 
 

 
REPA Score: 7.18 of 9.44  Kanapaha Prairie 
KBN Ranking: 9th of 47 projects Kanapaha Prairie Project 
 
Overall Description:  
The 40-acre Pierson’s Sink- Straughn property is located approximately 1.7 miles southeast of SW Archer 
Road, south of Hammock Ridge development. The Conservation Fund’s Kanapaha Prairie Crane and 
Wildlife Refuge is less than a mile to the southeast of the Hough/ Straughn Parcel. The parcel contains 
Pierson’s Sink, the sink into which Ledwith, Levy, and Kanapaha Prairies drain.  
 The current owners purchased the property on July 7, 2008. Though the landowners have not yet 
come to a decision about what they would like to see in the future of the property, they are willing to meet 
with County staff to discuss options. Land in the same family ownership surrounds the Pierson’s Sink 
parcel, and for decades the land has been used for farming and other assorted agricultural practices. This 
particular property is dominated by native wetland vegetation at lowest elevations and prairie hammock at 
higher elevations. Dominant hammock species include live oak and hickories, with typical understory 
vegetation including beautyberry, grapevine, and cabbage palm. The marsh is largely free of woody 
vegetation, and transitions from cordgrass at the highest rim of the marsh to maidencane downslope. A 
sinkhole lake with a direct connection to the Floridan aquifer is the distinguishing feature of the property. 
Protecting the surrounding lands will buffer the area and, in effect, help prevent pollutants from reaching 
the aquifer.  

The parcel has one known archaeological site, though looting of the site appears to be a significant 
problem. Access to the parcel is limited, as there is no direct access to the parcel without crossing private 
properties. However, the parcel is fenced only partially. Trespassing from areas north of the parcel is 
common. 
 Approximately 37 acres of the parcel lie within the 100-year floodplain (FEMA 2006).   No 
development activities can occur within wetland and floodplain areas unless approved by the county.   
The parcel has a Rural/Agriculture Land Use and Ag zoning designation.  The parcel is also located 
within the Kanapaha Prairie Strategic Ecosystem.  If there were no environmental or access issues, the site 
would have the potential for residential use at a density of 1 unit per 5 acres.   However, under the 
Alachua County Comprehensive Plan and Unified Land Development Code (ULDC), development 
activities must be outside of any identified conservation areas (wetlands, wetland buffers, floodplains, and 
portions of the strategic ecosystem).   Other regulated resources (archeological, listed-species habitat or 
significant habitat) that may exist on the parcel could have some additional impacts on development 
activities.   Based on the environmental constraints and sensitivity of the site, access issues, and the 
limited upland area remaining outside of wetlands, wetlands buffers, floodplains, and the Kanapaha 
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Floodplain line, it is not likely that the county would support more than one or two residential units on 
this property.   

Public access is not anticipated on this property. 
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Map 1. 
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