
Lochloosa Forest – Levy Prairie Connector 
Wood 

10/25/04 
 
Inspection Date: October 25, 2004 
Parcel Numbers: 18354-005-001, 5 acres;18354-006-000, 10 acres; 
 18354-006-001, 10.5 acres; 18354-016-004, 147.16 acres 
Size: 172 acres 
S-T-R: 32-11-21 
Buildings:  1 on parcel #18354-005-001 (3 or 4 visible on aerial photograph) 
Just Value:  $409,000 or $2,378/acre 
Total Value:  $482,300 or $2,804/acre 
Project Score:  6.87 out of 10.0 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Overall Description: 

The ±172 acre Wood property lies within the Lochloosa Forest-Levy Prairie 
Connector (LOC) project. It is located just north of the town of Evinston, between CR225 
on the west and Orange Lake on the east. CR225 is a designated scenic road that offers 
vistas of the lake and surrounding countryside. The property is composed of 4 tax parcels, 
all of which are owned by Mr. Freddie Wood, who has indicated his interest in 
negotiating a conservation easement on the property. The property was nominated by the 
Conservation Trust for Florida (CTF). 

The Lochloosa Forest-Levy Prairie Connector (LOC) project scored 8.18 out of 
9.44 on the Rapid Ecological Project Assessment (REPA) and is the second-highest 
ranked project to date. The Wood property is adjacent to the Lochloosa Wildlife 
Conservation Area (LWCA) and State Sovereign Submerged Lands within Orange Lake. 

The Wood property contains two patches of prairie hammock, two small 
depression marshes, and wetland habitats along approximately 2100 feet of the marshy 
Orange Lake shoreline. This area provides excellent wildlife habitat and serves as a 
valuable wetland filter for contaminants entering Orange Lake. The rest of the property is 
fenced improved pasture that currently supports a herd of approximately 55 adult cattle. 

Orange Lake is designated as an Outstanding Florida Water by the State of 
Florida. It is also included in the Orange Creek Basin Surface Water Improvement and 
Management (SWIM) plan. The SWIM designation calls for Water Management 
Districts to prioritize water bodies for protection and restoration and to implement plans 
for meeting these goals. The SWIM report states, “Most of the major urban streams and 
lakes in central and southern Alachua County are listed on the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection’s 2002 list of impaired water bodies. These include… Orange 
Lake.” It continues, “Monitoring data… shows continual declines in water quality in 
Gainesville urban streams, their receiving water bodies, and the large lakes in the basin.” 
Preservation of the Wood property would assist in meeting the goals of the Orange Creek 
Basin SWIM plan by protecting Orange Lake from further impacts along this nearly half-
mile portion of its shoreline. 
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Natural Communities: 
Type Quality 
Prairie Hammock Good - Very Good
Depression Marsh Good 
Wet Prairie Good 
Shrub Swamp Good 
Prairie Lake Good 
Other  
Improved Pasture Fair 
 
Key Species: 

Staff observed sandhill cranes, great blue and little blue herons, great and cattle 
egrets, white ibises, a bald eagle, and a variety of small raptors along the wetland edge 
and in the northern pasture. The two prairie hammocks were well-populated with 
passerine species. The Wood property contains habitats that were deemed potentially 
significant for sixteen animal species modeled by the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FFWCC), including bald eagles, wood storks, a variety of 
wading birds, spotted turtles, and yellow bats. These habitats include the wetlands in the 
northeastern corner of the property, the prairie hammock directly to the west, and the 
forest along the property’s southern boundary. 

FFWCC 2002 data indicate 40 bald eagle nests within a 5-mile radius of the LOC 
project area. The cluster of bald eagle nests around Orange, Newnans, and Lochloosa 
Lakes has been apparent for the last twenty years and is one of the densest populations in 
the state of Florida, personal communication Steve Nesbitt, FFWCC. Mr. Nesbitt has also 
emphasized the importance to sandhill cranes of areas that combine open pasture and 
wetland habitat. Finally, the KBN (1996) study indicated the presence within the area of 
the Micanopy Cypress Wood Stork rookery. Wood Storks forage over enormous ranges 
and the shallow wetlands on the Wood property are ideal foraging habitat for them. 
Protection of this property would therefore preserve valuable foraging or roosting habitat 
for all three of these species. 
 
Key Features: 

The most attractive feature of this property is the wetlands associated with Orange 
Lake and the LWCA. Development on this property would likely contribute to the 
continuing deterioration of water quality in Orange Lake, remove a buffer area from the 
edge of the LWCA, destroy valuable wildlife habitat, and seriously reduce the scenic 
value of CR225. Preserving it in its present condition will maintain these values. The 
property’s ecological functions would be enhanced if an agreement could be reached with 
the landowner to fence off the northeastern portion of the property from intrusion by 
cattle. It is possible to do this in a way that does not exclude wildlife (particularly 
sandhill cranes) from moving between the pastures and wetlands. 

The improved pastures are planted with bahia grass, with other scattered 
herbaceous plants including pennywort, fanpetals, meadowbeauty, and St. John’s wort. 
There are two patches of prairie hammock whose overstory is dominated by mature 
cabbage palms and live oaks; other overstory species include laurel oak, red mulberry, 
sugarberry, and, sweetgum. The understory is dominated by henweed. The northern patch 
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of prairie hammock is in very good condition and has a small seepage creek running 
through it down to the lake edge. Wax myrtles were growing alongside this creek. The 
southern patch of hammock is more impacted by cattle grazing and contains scattered 
exotic plants. Associated with the southern hammock are two small depression marshes, 
one of which is highly ephemeral but in better condition. Plant species associated with 
the depression marshes include red maples, maidencane, and, water tupelo. The northeast 
corner of the property is dominated by wetland habitats associated with the marshy edge 
of Orange Lake. Besides species already mentioned, the vegetation here includes alligator 
flag, cattail, Juncus spp., red ludwigia, foxtail, and, pickerelweed. There is high quality 
foraging and roosting habitat here for wading birds, sandhill cranes, and raptors 
(including bald eagles). The southernmost parcel is where the Wood home is located. 
There are also two small sheds and a well on the southern fence line of the northern 
pasture. 
 
Management: 

Given that  Mr. Wood has indicated interest in a conservation easement, 
management on this site would likely be minimal and easy to carry out. The site is easily 
accessible from CR225 and the town center of Evinston is only a couple hundred meters 
south. Staff observed the following exotic plants on the property in low quantities: 
camphor tree, septicweed, Caesar weed, Chinese tallow, and mimosa. During our site 
evaluation, Mr. Wood clearly established that he recognizes and understands the danger 
of exotic plant species. He repeatedly expressed that he did not want them on the 
property. Accordingly, the overall level of exotic infestation was minimal at this time. 
The right to continue grazing cattle on the property would almost certainly be a part of 
the easement agreement. Fencing off the lakeshore and prairie hammock in the 
northeastern part of the property from intrusion by cattle would preserve and possibly 
improve its ecological value and diversity. 
 
Recreation: 

As the owner has indicated an interest in a conservation easement, and intends to 
continue living and grazing cattle on the property, it is unlikely that recreational 
opportunities will be available on the site itself. However, protecting this property would 
preserve some of the scenic value along CR225, which is a state-designated scenic road, 
as well as preserve approximately half a mile of the Orange Lake shoreline in a natural, 
vegetated condition. 
 
Parcel Data: 

Parcel Acreage Just Total    

18354-005-001 5.00 $17,500 $89,700 
18354-006-000 10.00 $31,000 Same as Just 
18354-006-001 10.50 $32,600 Same as Just 
18354-016-004 147.16 $237,900 $239,000 
 

The total 2004 Alachua County Property Appraiser’s (ACPA) just or land value 
for the property is $409,000 or $2,378 per acre. The total value (Just, Building, 
Miscellaneous) is $482,300 per $2,804 an acre. These figures are for comparative 
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purposes between nominated properties and are not necessarily an accurate reflection of 
the true cost of the property if acquired by the ACF program. There is one building listed 
on the property by ACPA on parcel 18354-005-001, and a well on parcel 18354-016-004. 

Currently, this area is experiencing increasing development pressure associated 
with Micanopy and the town of Evinston. Within approximately one mile of this site 
there are numerous smaller residential parcels and rural large-lot subdivisions. The Wood 
parcels have development potential for single-family detached (including manufactured 
or mobile home) residential use. Zoning currently allows for a residential density of 1 
unit per 5 acres. Several smaller residential parcels associated with the town of Evinston 
exist just south of the subject area. Natural features on the northeastern portion of the site 
(marsh, forested wetlands and associated flood prone areas) cover approximately 30% of 
the parcel and would not appear to significantly constrain development potential on the 
remaining upland areas. The site has county road (CR 225) access along its western 
boundary. This development review is based on a limited desktop review and relates only 
to the current regulations (1991 Comp Plan and LDRs). 
 
Other: 

There is one archeological site on the property listed on the Florida Master Site 
File maintained by the Division of Historical Resources. The owner reports that he has 
found arrowheads in at least two different locations on the property of a type 
approximately 10,000 years old. 
 
Literature Cited: 
KBN, a Golder Associates Company. 1996. Alachua County Ecological Inventory 

Project. Prepared for Alachua County Department of Growth Management, 
Gainesville, Florida. 
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