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Santa Fe River 
Odum 

11/15/04 
 

Inspection Date:  November 15, 2004 
Parcel Number: 02725-002-000 
Size:   62.65 acres   
S-T-R:   28-6-18 
Buildings:  0 
Just Value:   $39,000 or $622.51 per acre 
Total Value:  Same as Just 
Project Score: 7.27 of 10.00 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Overall Description:  

The 62.65-acre Odum property lies within the Alachua County Forever (ACF) Santa Fe 
River Project.  It is located in the northwestern part of the county, just west of CR 241 and north 
of CR 1491 on the Santa Fe River (Map 1).  

The Santa Fe River project scored 8.96 of 9.44 on the Rapid Ecological Project 
Assessment (REPA) and is the highest scoring project to date.  The Odum property is also within 
the number one ranked Santa Fe River project of the Alachua County Ecological Inventory 
Project (KBN Study).  The KBN Study summarizes the project by stating that “This is the entire 
Santa Fe River corridor from O’Leno State Park across the north boundary of Alachua County to 
the edge of the Suwannee River Water Management District’s properties at Lake Alto Swamp 
and Santa Fe Swamp.  This is a critically important wildlife corridor connecting most of the 
various wildlife habitat areas in northern Alachua county to one another and to many areas to the 
north and west of the county.  The site includes the river itself, the forested floodplain on the 
south side of the river, and a varying amount of upland forest adjacent to the floodplain.  The 
intention was to have about as much upland above the 100 year floodplain as floodplain in the 
site in order to provide for a viable ecosystem from a landscape ecology perspective and a 
complete and viable wildlife corridor.  The river is in excellent condition.  The forest varies from 
place to place over its long stretch, but is mostly mature hardwood forest of various kinds, often 
with some bald-cypress (Taxodium distichum), and it is mostly in good condition.  There is little 
development of any kind within the corridor” (KBN 1996). 

The Odum property contains approximately 600 feet of Santa Fe River frontage on both 
sides of the river.  A seven acre island is part of the property and lies to the north of the Santa Fe 
River channel, between the existing river and what appears from aerial photography to be an old 
Santa Fe River channel.  This island is within Alachua County despite being on the opposite side 
of the river.  The property contains a mosaic of high quality forested natural communities that 
transition from upland mixed forest to floodplain forest and swamp.  Adjacent to the river is a 
characteristic river levee natural community which is found along much of the Santa Fe River 
corridor.  The owners are considering a fee simple sale of the property. 

 
Natural Communities:  Quality 
Upland Mixed Forest   Very Good 
Floodplain Forest   Very Good-Excellent 
Floodplain Swamp   Very Good-Excellent 
River Levee    Excellent 
Major River    Excellent 
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Other 
Cleared area 
Pine Plantation 
 
Key Species: 
  There are no Florida Natural Areas Inventory Element Occurrence listings for the subject 
property.  However there is an occurrence of Suwannee Bass (Species of Special Concern, SSC) 
located approximately 1000 feet from the property in the Santa Fe River. Staff noted several 
listed species during the site evaluation including royal fern (SSC), and pink azalea (SSC).  
Sebastian bush, which only occurs commonly along the Santa Fe River corridor in Alachua 
County, was also found onsite.   
 
Key Features: 
 The Odum property is adjacent to the Santa Fe River and contains a large floodplain area 
associated with the river. This wetland natural community acts as a buffer to the river, improving 
the quality of water entering the Santa Fe River and providing water storage for the area.  
Approximately 80% of the property is in natural condition, with the remaining 20% divided 
between pine plantation and pasture.  The property is located approximately 1000 feet 
downstream from the Santa Fe River Ranch, a 737 acre conservation property owned and 
managed by the Suwannee River Water Management District. 
 The forested wetlands are in excellent condition and have high species diversity with 
little disturbance. There is a gradation from floodplain forest into floodplain swamp on the 
property. Species in these communities include persimmon, pop ash, sweetgum, royal fern, red 
maple, water oak, diamond leaf oak, overcup oak, river birch, bald cypress, yellow hawthorne, 
planertree, and buttonbush.  Close to the river the community grades into river levee with species 
that include, pink azalea, highbush blueberry, parsley haw, sebastian bush, titi, live oak, and 
bluestem palmetto.  
 The upland mixed forest is in very good condition.  There are some very small 
occurrences of invasive plants, primarily Chinese privet and cat’s claw vine.  Species seen in this 
area include pignut hickory, laurel oak, southern magnolia, musclewood, sweetgum, eastern 
hophornbeam, red cedar, beautyberry, Florida dogwood, slash pine, black cherry, white ash, 
swamp chestnut oak, basswood, switchcane, variable witchgrass, dwarf hawthorne, pawpaw, and 
woodoats. 
 The remainder of the property is pine plantation with a small cleared area approximately 
half and acre in size.   
  
Management: 
 The natural communities on the site would require minimal management with the 
exception of invasive plant control as necessary.  Invasive plants seen during the site visit 
include mimosa, Chinese privet and cat’s claw vine.      
  
Recreation:  

Low impact nature based recreational opportunities (i.e. nature study and hiking trails) 
are appropriate for the site.  Public recreation on the property would be via the Santa Fe River 
accessible by canoe or kayak.  
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Parcel Data: 
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The total 2004 Alachua County Property Appraisers (ACPA) just or land val

subject property is $39,000 or $622.51 an acre.  The total value (just, building, and 
miscellaneous) is the same as just because there are no improvements or buildings on the 
property. These figures are for comparative purposes between nominated properties, and 
necessarily an accurate reflection of the true cost of the property if acquired by the ACF 
program.  A small portion of the property tha
m rs that reside in the adjacent home.   
 Currently, the supply of available land and housing meets or exceeds demand for single
family residential use for this area.  However, within two miles of this site there are numerous 
smaller residential parcels and rural large-lot subdivisions. The parcel has development potentia
for single-family detached (including manufactured or mobile home) residential use, however
the northernmost 2/3 of the parcel lies within the 100-year flood plain (FEMA) consisting of 
floodplain forest and is designated as part of the Santa Fe River Strategic Ecosystem under the 
County’s new Comprehensive Plan, which is expected to be adopted in early 2005.  The na
features (flood prone area, forested wetlands, Strategic Ecosystem) appear to significantly 
constrain development potential for 2/3 of the project area.  The remaining uplands could 
developed for single-family detached use.  The project site has direct access to CR 1491. 
 This development review is based on a limited desk-top review and relates to the current 
regulation (1991 Comp Plan and Land Development Regulations) as well 
u
 
O  
 There are two Florida Division of Historical Resources Master Site File listings on the 
Odum property.  This inc
p
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Relative Importance

A.  Whether the property has geologic/hydrologic conditions that would easily enable contamination of vulnerable 
aquifers that have value as drinking water sources; 4
B.  Whether the property serves an important groundwater recharge function; 3
C.  Whether the property contains or has direct connections to lakes, creeks, rivers, springs, sinkholes, or wetlands for 
which conservation of the property will protect or improve surface water quality; 4
D.  Whether the property serves an important flood management function. 4
A.  Whether the property contains a diversity of natural communities; 2
B.  Whether the natural communities present on the property are rare; 5
C.  Whether there is ecological quality in the communities present on the property; 4
D.  Whether the property is functionally connected to other natural communities; 3
E.  Whether the property is adjacent to properties that are in public ownership or have other environmental 
protections such as conservation easements; 2
F.  Whether the property is large enough to contribute substantially to conservation efforts; 3
G.  Whether the property contains important, Florida-specific geologic features such as caves or springs; 5
H.  Whether the property is relatively free from internal fragmentation from roads, power lines, and other features 
that create barriers and edge effects. 4
A.  Whether the property serves as documented or potential habitat for rare, threatened, or endangered species or 
species of special concern; 3
B.  Whether the property serves as documented or potential habitat for species with large home ranges; 4
C.  Whether the property contains plants or animals that are endemic or near-endemic to Florida or Alachua County; 

4
D.  Whether the property serves as a special wildlife migration or aggregation site for activities such as breeding, 
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roosting, colonial nesting, or over-wintering; 4
E.  Whether the property offers high vegetation quality and species diversity; 4
F.  Whether the property has low incidence of non-native invasive species. 4
A.  Whether the property offers opportunities for compatible resource-based recreation, if appropriate; 3
B.  Whether the property contributes to urban green space, provides a municipal defining greenbelt, provides scenic 
vistas, or has other value from an urban and regional planning perspective. 5
AVERAGE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AND HUMAN VALUES  3.7
RELATIVE IMPORTANCE OF THIS CRITERIA SET IN THE OVERALL SCORE 1.3333  4.93
A.  Whether it will be practical to manage the property to protect its environmental, social and other values (examples 
include controlled burning, exotics removal, maintaining hydro-period, and so on);

4
B.  Whether this management can be completed in a cost-effective manner. 5
A.  Whether there is potential for purchasing the property with matching funds from municipal, state, federal, or 
private contributions; 4
B.  Whether the overall resource values justifies the potential cost of acquisition; 5
C.  Whether there is imminent threat of losing the environmental, social or other values of the property through 
development and/or lack of sufficient legislative protections (this requires analysis of current land use, zoning, owner 
intent, location and 2
D.  Whether there is an opportunity to protect the environmental, social or other values of the property through an 
economically attractive less-than-fee mechanism such as a conservation easement. 1
AVERAGE FOR ACQUISITION AND MANAGEMENT VALUES 3.5
RELATIVE IMPORTANCE OF THIS CRITERIA SET IN THE OVERALL SCORE 0.6667 2.33

TOTAL SCORE 7.27
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