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Lochloosa Forest-Levy Prairie Connector
Moss

5/23/05

Inspection Date: May 20, 2005
Parcel Numbers: 18284-003-000
Size: East 11 acres of 25-acre parcel
S-T-R: 24-11-21
Buildings: 1
Just Value: $36,400 or $1,456 per acre
Project Score: 7.47 of 10
REPA Score: 8.18 of 9.44
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Overall Description:  
The 25-acre Moss parcel lies within the Lochloosa Forest-Levy Prairie Connector (LOC) 

Alachua County Forever (ACF) Project area.  It is located in the southeast of Alachua County in 
the town of Cross Creek on the west shore of Little Lochloosa Lake, off of CR 325 (Map 1).  
This property is composed of one 25-acre tax parcel owned and nominated by Mr. Henry Moss, 
who has expressed his interest in either a conservation easement or a fee simple sale on the east
11 acres of his property. The west 14 acres of the property consist of a home and pastureland.  
The natural communities present on the east 11 acres of this property include Lake Shore 
Swamp, Basin Swamp, and Hydric Hammock.  The Moss property was not evaluated as part of 
the Alachua County Ecological Inventory Project (KBN Study).  The key features of this 
property are its adjacency to the Lochloosa Wildlife Conservation Area (LWCA), and protection 
of the wetland associated with Little Lochloosa Lake.

The Lochloosa Forest-Levy Prairie Connector Project scored 8.18 out of 9.44 on the 
Rapid Ecological Project Assessment (REPA) and is the second-highest ranked project to date.

Lochloosa Lake is both an Outstanding Florida Water and on the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection’s list of impaired water bodies.  It is also included in the Orange Creek 
Basin Surface Water Improvement and Management (SWIM) plan. The SWIM designation calls 
for Water Management Districts to prioritize water bodies for protection and restoration and to 
implement plans for meeting these goals. The SWIM report states, “Most of the major urban 
streams and lakes in central and southern Alachua County are listed on the Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection’s 2002 list of impaired water bodies. These include… Lochloosa 
Lake.” It continues, “Monitoring data… shows continual declines in water quality in Gainesville
urban streams, their receiving water bodies, and the large lakes in the basin.” Preservation of the 
Moss property would assist in meeting the goals of the Orange Creek Basin SWIM plan by 
protecting Lochloosa Lake from further impacts by protecting its surrounding wetlands.

Additionally the Moss property is within the Cross Creek Special Area Study.  The 
purpose of this study is to establish general policies and development guidelines for future 
development in this area so that future land development is designed to place the environmental 
integrity of this area in the forefront of all development proposals.



C:\Documents and Settings\smclendon\Desktop\LOC Moss.doc
           - 2 -

Natural Communities: Quality
Lake Shore Swamp Extraordinary
Basin Swamp Excellent – Extraordinary
Hydric Hammock Good – Excellent

Key Species:
The Moss project contains habitats that were deemed potentially significant for fifteen

animals species modeled by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC)
including black bear, muskrat, bald eagle, and spotted turtle.  Within approximately a mile of the 
site there is a wading bird rookery, and within approximately 5 miles of the property there are 28 
eagle nests listed in the FWC eagle nest registry and 14 FNAI element occurrences of bald 
eagles.  The cluster of bald eagle nests around Orange, Newnans, and Lochloosa Lakes has been 
apparent for the last 20 years and is one of the densest populations in the state of Florida
(personal communication Steve Nesbitt, FWC).

Key Features:
The Moss property is located adjacent to the Lochloosa Wildlife Conservation Area 

(LWCA) and contains about 16 acres within an Outstanding Florida Water (Lochloosa Lake).  
This property also features extraordinary examples of wetland habitat associated with Little 
Lochloosa Lake.  Preserving this property would protect some of the valuable wetland filter that 
could help prevent contaminants from entering Little Lochloosa Lake.

The majority of the east 11 acres of this property is Lake Shore Swamp in extraordinary 
condition.  Dominant species include bald cypress, blackgum, and buttonbush.  This area has
fairly deep standing water and appears to have no exotics or other management issues.

The Lake Shore Swamp grades into Basin Swamp in excellent to extraordinary condition.  
Species present included blackgum, bald cypress, red bay, button bush, lizard tail, wax myrtle, 
vaccinium, and red maple.

The Basin Swamp grades into Hydric Hammock in good to excellent condition.  Species 
included Dahoon holly, persimmon, water oak, sweetbay, sweetgum, wax myrtle, trumpet 
creeper, live oak, saw palmetto, sable palm, royal fern, cinnamon fern, netted chain fern, 
chasmanthium, and large quantities of vitus along the border with the pasture.  A couple tropical 
soda apple plants along the border with the pasture are the only exotics staff observed on the east 
11 acres of the property.

Management:
The management on this site if acquired would be minimal and easy to carry out.  The 

site is easily accessible from CR 325, and the only invasive exotic plants observed were a couple 
of tropical soda apple plants in the transitional area between the pasture and hydric hammock 
community.  Mr. Moss informed staff that he has had to control Chinese tallow in the past.  He is 
interested in herbicidal methods of controlling tropical soda apple.  Currently he is mowing 
plants he finds in the pasture.  He clearly established his willingness to continue to control 
exotics in the pasture area of his property.
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Recreation:
Because the property is expected to be acquired through a conservation easement, public 

access is not anticipated.  The owner intends to continue living and grazing cattle on the west 14 
acres of the property.

Parcel Data:
Parcel Acreage Just Value
18284-003-000 25 $36,400 or $1,456 per acre

The 2005 Alachua County Property Appraiser’s (ACPA) just or land value for the 25-
acre property is $36,400 or $1,456 an acre.  These figures are for comparative purposes between 
nominated properties and are not necessarily an accurate reflection of the true cost of the
property if acquired by the ACF program.

Currently, this area is showing some development pressure associated with the town of 
Cross Creek.  Within approximately one mile of this site there are numerous small residential 
parcels and rural large-lot subdivisions.  

The parcel currently contains a single family home.  The parcel could be subdivided, 
provided that both lots have buildable area and are 5 acres or more in size. The current zoning 
and land use designation allows for 5-acre single family lots. The natural feature (flood prone 
area and wetlands associated with Little Lochloosa Lake) appear to significantly constrain 
development potential for the eastern 14 acres of the project area. Little Lochloosa Lake is part 
of the Outstanding Florida Waters (OFW) designation for Lochloosa Lake and county 
regulations require that an average buffer of 150 feet be maintained landward of the OFW.   The 
western edge of the parcel fronts SE 152 Lane, providing indirect access to CR 325.  

The property is located within the Cross Creek Special Area Study.  The purpose of this 
study is to establish general policies and development guidelines for future development in this 
area so that future land development is designed to place the environmental integrity of this area 
in the forefront of all development proposals.  

The development review is based on a limited desk-top review and relates to only the 
current Land Development Regulations, as well as policies in the updated 2002 Comprehensive 
Plan, which went into effect May 2005.

Other:
There are ten Division of Historic Resources Florida Master Site File locations within a 

mile of the property.  Staff observed a lithic fragment bearing classic flake features on the 
property.


