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Lochloosa Forest – Levy Prairie Connector 
Richardson & Richardson 

12/22/04 
 
Inspection Date: December 2, 2004 
Parcel Numbers: 18299-000-000, 272.47ac; 18273-000-000, 42.67 ac;   
 16459-000-000, 13.05 ac 
Size: 328.19 acres 
S-T-R: 12, 20, 21, 29-11-21 
Buildings:  0 
Just Value:  $254,100 or $774.25 / acre 
Total Value:  Same 
Project Score:  7.47 of 10.0 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Overall Description: 

The 328 acre Richardson & Richardson (R&R) property lies within the Lochloosa Forest-
Levy Prairie Connector (LOC) project, and is located just north of the town of Evinston and 
immediately west and south of the Lochloosa Wildlife Conservation Area (LWCA) on the 
northwest corner of Orange Lake, Map 1.  It is comprised of all portions of the above listed 
parcels that lie south of CR-346 and east of CR-225.  This excludes approximately 7.7 acres of 
parcel number 18299-000-000 that lie west of CR-225, Map 2.   

The Lochloosa Forest-Levy Prairie Connector (LOC) project was nominated by the 
Conservation Trust for Florida and scored 8.18 of 9.44 on the Rapid Ecological Project 
Assessment (REPA).  It is the second-highest scoring project to date.   

The R&R property includes approximately 6,700 feet of Orange Lake shoreline, some of 
the wetland and upland areas associated with the Lake, and River Styx after it passes under the 
CR-346 Bridge and joins with Orange Lake.  This area provides excellent wildlife habitat and 
serves as a valuable wetland filter for contaminants entering Orange Lake.  

Orange Lake is both an Outstanding Florida Water and on the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection’s list of impaired water bodies.  It is also a part of the Orange Creek 
Basin Surface Water Improvement and Management (SWIM) plan.  The SWIM designation calls 
for Water Management Districts to prioritize water bodies for protection and restoration, and to 
develop and implement plans and programs for the improvement and management of surface 
waters in cooperation with state and local governments.   
 
Natural Communities: 
Type      Quality 
Flatwoods Prairie Lake  Excellent 
Swale     Excellent 
Depression Marsh   Very good 
Upland Mixed Forest   Good 
Lake Shore Swamp   Excellent 
Shrub Swamp    Excellent 
Hydric Hammock   Very Good 
Flatwoods/Pine Plantation  Fair 
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Key Species: 
The R&R property contains habitats that were deemed potentially significant for nineteen 

animal species modeled by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FFWCC), 
including wood storks, a variety of wading birds, spotted turtles, and yellow bats.  

FFWCC 2002 data indicate 40 bald eagle nests within a 5-mile radius of the LOC project 
area. The cluster of bald eagle nests around Orange, Newnan's, and Lochloosa Lakes has been 
apparent for the last twenty years and is one of the densest populations in the state of Florida, 
personal communication Steve Nesbitt, FFWCC.  

Listed plant species observed by staff on the property include Matelea sp., cinnamon fern 
and royal fern.  Sandhill cranes were noted flying over the property on several occasions during 
the site visit.   
 
Key Features: 

The R&R property is located on the northwest corner of Orange Lake adjacent to the 
LWCA.  It is part of the vegetated area surrounding Orange Lake that serves as a natural filter to 
trap nutrients and sediments prior to discharge into the Lake.  Preservation of this property would 
protect valuable wildlife habitat and maintain the scenic value of CR-225, a state-designated 
scenic road.   

The majority of the R&R property, approximately 199 acres, consists of shrub swamp 
associated with Orange Lake.  This area is currently flooded and the vegetation is dominated by 
buttonbush and willow.  The shrub swamp grades into lakeshore swamp which is dominated by 
cypress, wax myrtle and netted chain fern, and then into hydric hammock with live oak, sweet 
gum, dahoon holly, red bay, and sabal palm.   

There is an area of upland mixed forest in the southwest portion of the property that is 
dominated by magnolia, sweet gum, live oak, and Carolina holly (Ilex ambigua), with muscadine 
grapes dominating the tree fall gaps.  A depression marsh, which is currently flooded, is also 
located in this general area and surrounded by loblolly bay, sweet gum, saw palmetto, netted 
chain fern, red bay, red maple, and royal fern. 

The flatwoods are planted with slash pine but still retain some flatwoods vegetation i.e., 
prickly pear cactus, saw palmetto, southern sumac, beautyberry, sparkle berry and goldenrod.  
There are also some scattered patches of Bahia grass in this area.  

 
Management: 
 The R&R property is in very good condition and will require little active management.  
Access is available from both CR-225 and CR-346, and there is no apparent evidence of 
destructive unauthorized access on the property.  Monitoring and treatment of invasive species as 
necessary and prescribed burning will be required.  
 
Recreation:  

The R&R property would provide opportunities for nature-based recreation and protect 
the view shed of CR-225, a state-designated scenic road that offers vistas of the lake and 
surrounding countryside.  Preservation of this site would protect approximately 1.25 miles of 
Orange Lake shoreline in a natural undeveloped condition.   

 
 
 



C:\Documents and Settings\smclendon\Desktop\Richardson Evaluation.doc 
 - 3 - 

Parcel Data: 
Parcel    Acreage   Total   
18299-000-000  271.47    $172,200 
18273-000-000  42.67    $42,700 
16459-000-000  13.05    $39,200 
 

The 2004 Alachua County Property Appraiser’s (ACPA) just or land value for the 
property is $254,100 or $774.25 per acre. There are no buildings or improvements on the 
property. These figures are for comparative purposes between nominated properties and are not 
necessarily an accurate reflection of the true cost of the property if acquired by the ACF 
program.  As previously noted, the owners are only interested in selling the portion of the above 
referenced parcels that lie east of CR-225 and south of CR-346.  

Currently, this area is increasing in development pressure associated with Micanopy and 
the town of Evinston.  Within approximately one mile of this site there are numerous smaller 
residential parcels and rural large-lot subdivisions.  Zoning currently allows for a residential 
density of 1 unit per 5 acres.  However, natural features on the site (marsh, forested wetlands and 
associated flood prone areas) cover approximately 98% of the project area and appear to 
significantly constrain development potential on the remaining upland area (approximately 1.5 
acres based on a desktop review).  The site has access from CR-225 along its western boundary 
and CR-349 along its northern boundary.��This development review is based on a limited desktop 
review and relates only to the current regulations (1991 Comp Plan and LDRs). 
 
Other: 

There are two Division of Historical Resources Master Site File locations on the property.   
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