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Hogtown Woods
University of Florida Foundation

3/14/05

Inspection Date: March 14, 2005
Parcel Numbers: 06697-000-000 (4 acres), 06698-000-000 (14 acres entire parcel, project 

area ~3.5 acres)
Size: ~7.5 acres of an 18 acre property
S-T-R: 11-10-19
Buildings: 0
Just Value:    $111,200 or $ 6,178 per acre
Project Score: 6.20 of 10.0
REPA Score: 6.29 of 9.44
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Overall Description:

The University of Florida Foundation (Foundation) property lies within the Hogtown 
Woods Alachua County Forever Project. It consists of approximately 7.5 acres of an 18-acre 
property west of SW 34th Street, just to the north of the new University of Florida and Shands 
Orthopaedics and Sports Medicine Institute located on Hull Road.  The project consists of two 
parcels.  The northern parcel is entirely floodplain associated with Hogtown Creek.  The 
southern parcel contains both floodplain and upland areas.  The uplands are leased to the 
University of Florida by the Foundation for disposal of composting and building debris.  There is 
also a cell phone tower on this portion of the property.  The Foundation is interested in retaining 
the upland portions of the parcel, and is only considering selling the floodplain area which 
includes the northern portion of the south parcel (06698) and the entire north parcel (06697). 

The Foundation property consists of high quality floodplain swamp and floodplain forest 
associated with the Hogtown Creek Floodplain.  

The Hogtown Woods Project scored 6.29 of 9.44 on the Rapid Ecological Project 
Assessment (REPA) and is ranked 21st of 33 projects evaluated to date.  The Foundation parcel 
is also included in the Hogtown Prairie-Sugarfoot Alachua County Ecological Inventory Project 
(KBN Study) where it ranked 3rd of 47 projects evaluated, and is described as a high priority.  
The project is described as, “This site is on the west side of Gainesville in and adjacent to the 
downstream end of Hogtown Creek.  It contains a part of Sugarfoot Hammock, which is one of 
the most outstanding calcarious mesic hammocks in the county (what is left of it).  It also 
contains the lower Hogtown Creek floodplain which has magnificent mature hardwood forests of 
different kinds, some prairie, a lake, and perhaps the finest example of a slough in north Florida.  
Finally it contains the sink where Hogtown Creek goes underground into the Floridan Aquifer.  
There are several houses on the site” (KBN 1996).

Natural Communities:
Type Quality
Floodplain Swamp Good-Excellent
Floodplain Forest Good-Excellent

Key Species:
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The Foundation tract contains habitats that were deemed potentially significant for 14
animal species modeled by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC), 
including American alligator, spotted turtle, and little blue heron.  Listed species observed during 
the staff visit include royal fern (species of special concern) and cinnamon fern (species of 
special concern).  

Key Features:
The Foundation property contains high quality floodplain wetlands associated with 

Hogtown Creek.  Species diversity is high.  Overstory species include water oak, red maple, 
laurel oak, dogwood, laurel cherry, sour gum, pond cypress, sabal palm, sugarberry, American 
elm, and black cherry.  Understory species include royal fern, netted chain fern, cinnamon fern, 
elderberry, goldenclub, poison ivy, Virginia creeper, lizards tail, pokeweed, spiderlily, Virginia 
willow, silverthorn, climbing hydrangea, springcress, and ebony spleenwort. 

The property is located near the Hogtown Creek Greenway, a series of properties along 
Hogtown Creek that were acquired to protect the creek and surrounding habitats.  The Greenway 
is owned and managed by the City of Gainesville.  If the Foundation property is acquired, it 
would contribute to this network of existing conservation lands.

A closed University of Florida landfill that was operated in the 1960’s is located 
approximately 1,000 feet south of the subject property. Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection (FDEP) reports that the area has elevated levels of several volatile organic compounds 
and metals (FDEP 2003).  The Foundation property was not sampled for this report, but some 
contamination was found in a monitoring well just upgradient to the west of the landfill site.

Management:
The greatest threats to this habitat are invasive, non-native plants.  While the current 

infestations were minimal, at least in the areas visited by staff, the Hogtown Creek floodplain has 
severe infestations in certain areas.  Species observed by staff include Chinese privet, coral 
ardesia, taro and camphortree. Vigilant monitoring and treatment are necessary.

The City of Gainesville owns several properties near the Foundation site. Nature 
Operations Division is willing to manage the property if acquired.

Recreation:
The Foundation parcels are very wet which would severely restrict recreational 

opportunities.  

Parcel Data:
Parcel Number Size (Acres) Just Value
06698-000-000 14 $109,200
06997-000-000 4 $2,000

The 2005 Alachua County Property Appraiser’s (ACPA) just or land value for the 
property is $111,200 or $ 6,178 per acre.  This figure includes the upland portions of the 
southern parcel, which is likely to be valued much higher than just the wetlands portions of the 
property that are being considered in this evaluation.  These figures are for comparative 
purposes between nominated properties and are not necessarily an accurate reflection of the true 
cost of the property if acquired by the ACF program. There are no buildings on the parcel.
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The property is owned by the UF Foundation and has a land use and zoning designation 
of Education.  The university is growing and the upland portions of the subject parcels could be 
developed in the future to accommodate this growth.   This general area has a very high level of 
development pressure; however, wetlands are protected under city code. With this land use and 
zoning, the upland portions of the site could be developed for educational uses.  The forested 
wetland areas (the subject of this application) have protection from development activities under 
city and state regulations.  However, city and state regulations do have allowances for wetland 
impacts if mitigated.  Based on this potential, there is a small chance that some of the wetlands 
could be destroyed or impacted.   

Other:
There are no Division of Historical Resources Master Site File locations on the property.
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