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	FOURTH ANNUAL ARTISTS CONFERENCE
SCHEDULE
“Where Nature and Culture Meet”
Friday, April 25, 2025
9 am – 1:30 pm
Extension Auditorium
22712 W Newberry Rd, Newberry, FL  32669


		Registration & Continental Breakfast
Sponsored by Thistle Dew Art Studios
Registration Open, Networking, and Continental Breakfast  
	8:45 am – 9:00 am

	
	

	MEETING ROOM A
	9:00 am – 9:10 am

	Welcome & Introductions
Chair Charles S. “Chuck” Chestnut – Alachua County Commissioner 
Chair Stephanie Silberman - Arts Council
	

	
	

	MEETING ROOM A
	9:15 am – 10:15 am

	(SPARC 352) Space for People Arts Research and Creative Community Collaborations
Carla S. Lewis – UF Center for Arts Migration and Entrepreneurship
Join SPARC for a dynamic story circle showcasing the SPARC 352 Humanities in Place Project, featuring powerful video highlights of past work. Then, get moving with an interactive dance activity led by a local choreographer!
	

	
	

	CONCURRENT SESSION – MEETING ROOM A
	10:20 am – 11:05 am

	OpenGov: Submit a Call to Artist
Leira Cruz Cáliz – Alachua County BoCC
Learn how to navigate OpenGov and successfully submit a Call to Artist response in this hands-on session led by Alachua County Procurement. From release to final proposal, discover how OpenGov streamlines the process.  Bring your laptop for an interactive experience!
	

	
	

	CONCURRENT SESSION – MEETING ROOM C
	10:20 am – 11:05 am

	Queality of Life
Myqueal Lewis – Queality Productions
Discover how NAACP Award-winning director and FAMU Social Work graduate Myqueal Lewis merges his passion for filmmaking and social work to create powerful, love-filled narratives. In this session, he’ll share his journey with Queality Productions and how film can be a force for change.

How to be an Industry Disruptor and gain followers
Corey T. Williams – Superior Moves Records, LLC
With over 20 years as an industry disruptor in media, art, and entertainment, Corey has challenged norms and earned recognition for his unique approach to television, painting, and poetry. Now, he’s seeking support for his next bold projects—two films, The Battle of Gainesville (The B.O.G.) and Guns in Da Swamp—with screenplays ready to share.

Khoury Family Center for the Arts - DANB Updates
Judy Skinner - Dance Alive National Ballet
Get the latest updates on the Khoury Family Center for the Arts, including exciting opportunities, benefits, and community impact. Hear highlights from the upcoming 2024-25 season and a sneak peek at what’s ahead for 2025-26!
	

	
	

	CONCURRENT SESSION – MEETING ROOM A
	10:35 am – 11:35 am

	Mapping Alachua County's Arts
Kim Tanzer - Artist, Architect
Explore 75 years of artistic legacy in Gainesville and Alachua County in this engaging panel discussion, uncovering the connections between artists, institutions, and creative movements. Join artists, curators, and collectors as we trace themes across media, genres, and generations to better understand our region’s rich artistic history.
	

	
	

	CONCURRENT SESSION – MEETING ROOM C
	10:35 am – 11:35 am

	The making of a more accessible contemporary art space--Pennant Place
Flounder Lee – Curator/Director, Pennant Place; PhD Candidate, University of Plymouth, UK
Discover Pennant Place, an outdoor contemporary art space created as part of Flounder’s practice-based PhD project, redefining how art is experienced beyond traditional galleries. With 10 exhibitions to date, this unique space invites pedestrians and bikers to engage with art in an open, everyday environment.
	

	
	

	CONCURRENT SESSION – MEETING ROOM A
	11:35 am – 12:05 pm

	Disabled Creatives Alliance Pilot Program: Garden of Self
Jennifer McCloskey – Disabled Creatives Alliance
Discover the Garden of Self project, a groundbreaking initiative supported by the Gainesville chapter of the Awesome Foundation, blending art, wellness, and disability advocacy. This session will showcase insights from the Disabled Creatives Alliance pilot program, global disability-centered wellness research, and a hands-on art activity, concluding with key findings that align with ACAC’s mission.
	

	
	

	CONCURRENT SESSION – MEETING ROOM C
	11:35 am – 12:05 pm

	Early-Stage Community-Centered Research for the Sarah's Sweetwater Greenway Loop
Harley O'Neill / Kristin Kozelsky Reed / Tessa Skiles – Spatially-Fed
Explore how arts-based research is shaping the proposed Sarah’s Sweetwater Greenway Loop through community feedback gathered at the Spatially-Fed festival. This session highlights key themes of connection, preservation, and inclusivity, showcasing collaborative renderings that bring local voices into the future of Gainesville’s public spaces.
	

	
	

	MEETING ROOM A
	11:35 am – 12:30 pm

	TBD
Samual Hanna – Gray Robinson
	

	
	

	MEETING ROOM A
	12:30 pm – 1:30 pm

	Group Photo & Lunch
Sponsored by Visit Gainesville, Alachua County, FL

Ethical Use of AI in Arts
Stephanie Silberman – Arts Council Chair
Join a thought-provoking discussion on the ethical use of AI in art and creative spaces, exploring its impact on originality, authorship, and artistic integrity. Artists will discuss the balance between innovation and ethics, addressing how AI can empower creators while ensuring fair practices in the evolving digital landscape.
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