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Alachua County’s Draft  
Climate Action Plan  

August 5, 2025 (v2) 

 
 
 
 
Alachua County’s draft Climate Action Plan (CAP) is a comprehensive and integrated strategy 
for responding to local climate impacts and vulnerabilities by fostering resilience and 
sustainability. In practical terms, the CAP serves as a roadmap for the County to adapt and put 
resiliency into action, protecting public health, safeguarding natural resources, and ensuring a 
vibrant quality of life for all who live here. The written draft CAP is not intended to be the final 
version; rather, it serves as a mechanism to receive public input prior to its final approval and 
adoption. The current version includes the following sections and chapters, all of which are 
posted online at https://alachuacounty.us/Depts/epd/Pages/Climate-Initiatives.aspx: 

• Introduction 
• Chapter 1: Agriculture and Food Security  
• Chapter 2: Energy Security and Efficiency 
• Chapter 3: Flood Management and Infrastructure 
• Chapter 4: Heat and Health 
• Chapter 5: Land Use and Transportation   
• Chapter 6: Natural Resources and Conservation 
• Chapter 7: Waste Management and Resource Recovery 
• Chapter 8: Water and Aquifer Protection 
• Appendix A: Climate Vulnerability Assessment 
• Appendix B: Draft CAP – Alachua County Comprehensive Plan Excerpts 
• Vocabulary & Acronyms 

  

https://alachuacounty.us/Depts/epd/Pages/Climate-Initiatives.aspx
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Alachua County expresses thanks to all authors and contributors for their participation in the 
drafting of the Climate Action Plan and collaborators’ assistance with gathering community input. 

Climate Planning Group - Alachua County Staff 

Alison Moss Growth Management 

Andi Christman Environmental Protection 

Arti Chequer Growth Management 

Ava Vellines Environmental Protection 

Bailey McClellan Tourism & Economic Development 

Betsy Riley, PhD  Environmental Protection 

Camisha Alexis Growth Management 

Chris Dawson Growth Management 

Chris Nielsen Information & Telecommunication Services 

Eliana Bardi Environmental Protection  

Emily Rodriguez Environmental Protection 

Emily Uhlmann Environmental Protection 

Francine Vincent Emergency Management 

Gus Olmos  Solid Waste & Resource Recovery 

Jean Willoughby Environmental Protection 

Jeff Hays Growth Management 

Jeff Klugh Solid Waste & Resource Recovery 

Jen Grice Emergency Management 

Jennison Kipp Environmental Protection 

Jessica Hong Environmental Protection 

Jessica Kluttz Growth Management 
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Ken McMurry Growth Management 

Lalit Lalwani Public Works 

Lara Colley Community Support Services 

Mark Brown Environmental Protection 

Mary Szoka Environmental Protection 

Mike Castine Growth Management 

Missy Daniels County Manager’s Office 

Patrick Irby Solid Waste & Resource Recovery 

Ryan Evans Information & Telecommunication Services 

Sean McLendon Tourism & Economic Development 

Sofia Aviles Environmental Protection 

Stacie Greco Environmental Protection 

Stephen Hofstetter Environmental Protection 

Summer Waters Environmental Protection 

Taissja Moore  Environmental Protection 

Tupelo Hostetler Environmental Protection 

 
Climate Planning Group – Non-County Partners 

Anthony Dennis Alachua County Health Department 

Dan Zhu, PhD City of Gainesville 

Eric Walters Gainesville Regional Utilities (2022-2024) 

Forrest Eddleton City of Gainesville 

Jamie Verschage Gainesville Regional Utilities (2024-Present) 

Jennie Ford City of Gainesville 

Shane Williams, PhD City of Gainesville 
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Citizen Climate Advisory Committee – Current and Former Members 

Adam Despang (2021-2023) 

Amanda Waddle (2020-2023) 

Barry Jacobson, PhD (2024-Present) 

Carla Brisotto, PhD (2023-2024) 

Carly Muir, PhD (2022-2023) 

Christine Denny (2020-2022) 

Danielle Cucchiara, PhD (2022-2024) 

Garry Kiebzak, PhD (2023-2024) 

Hannah Bunkin (2020-2021) 

Jackie Davis (2022-Present) 

James Fulton, PhD (2021-2024) 

Jennison Kipp Searcy (2020-2025) 

John Lawson (2024-Present) 

John Nix (2021-Present) 

Kathryn Taubert (2023-Present) 

Megan Ennes, PhD (2020-2021) 

Megan Walker-Radtke (2020-2022) 

Nathan Fox (2022-2023) 

Noah Shitama (2020-2021) 

Pamela Hawkins (2024-Present) 

Sage Cera (2023-Present) 

Stephen Mulkey, PhD (2020-2023) 

Terry Clark (2024-Present) 

Terry Harpold, PhD (2022-2023) 

Trista Brophy-Duron, PhD (2021-2022) 
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Special thanks to: Alachua County Community Organizations Active in Disaster (COAD), 
Alachua County Public Schools; Bailey Learning and Arts Collective, Inc. (BLAAC); Climate 
Collaboratory; Flourish Farm Consulting, LLC; Gainesville Climate Reality Project; Grace 2 
Overcome, Inc.; NAACP Environmental and Climate Justice Committee (ECJC); Rural Women’s 
Health Project; Saint Peter-Saint Paul Community Council of Archer; Sierra Club Florida Chapter; 
and The Well, Creative Production Company for assisting with surveys and providing community 
input to development of the draft Alachua County Climate Action Plan. 
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