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Re: Request for Access to Conduct Indoor Dust Testing — Background Sites
- Dear Resident/Homeowner:

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) is soliciting participation
in a study to test indoor household dust for dioxins and related chemicals in selected
homes in the City of Gainesville. Residents from neighborhoods surrounding the Cabot-
Koppers Superfund site have expressed concerns regarding potential indoor dust
contamination in homes. In response, an “Indoor Dust Dioxin Workgroup”, led by the
Florida Department of Health (FDOH), completed a work plan for testing the levels of
dioxins and related chemicals in house dust. The results of this study will give the
community information about the concentration of dioxins and related chemicals in house
dust as well as possible health impacts and ways to reduce any hazard if present. The
work plan may be viewed and downloaded at the Alachua County Environmental
Protection Department website under the heading of “Indoor Dust Testing Workplan”
hitp://www.alachuacounty.us/Depts/EPD/ Pages/EPD.aspx .

The work plan recommends collection of indoor dust samples in “background houses”
like yours that are far removed from possible contamination from the site and in houses
that are located near the Superfund site. A workgroup of local health, environmental and
technical experts will identify a maximum of 15 homes near the site and 15 homes in
background locations for testing from the group of homes whose owners have sent a
signed and dated Access Authorization and completed survey questions. The answers to
the survey questions will assist in the selection of the homes to be tested.

[f you wish to have your home considered for possible testing, please sign, date and
return the attached Access Authorization and answer the survey questions included
on the back. You must answer the survey questions in order to be considered for
inclusion in the testing. Place the signed agreement and survey questions in the
enclosed self -addressed envelope and return to:

Indoor Dust Testing Project

Alachua County Environmental Protection Department
408 W. University Avenue, Suite 106

Gainesville, FL 32601

Intermet Address (URL) « http://www.epa.gov
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If you have previously signed an Access Authorization with USEPA in regards to a
potential dust study, please answer and return the survey questions and indicate in
the survey questions that an access agreement has already been signed and sent to
USEPA.

Additional information concerning the proposed study may be found in the enclosed
Indoor Dioxin Dust Study factsheet. 1 hope that you will consider participating in this
important study.

If you have further questions you may call me at USEPA Region 4 in Atlanta, GA at

(404) 562-9120. Alternatively you may call Dr. John Mousa at the Alachua County
Environmental Protection Department at (352) 264-6805.

Sincerely,

Scott Miller
Remedial Project Manager

Attachments: Indoor Dioxin Dust Factsheet
USEPA Access Authorization Form and Indoor Dust Survey Questions



